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treatment and substance use disorder treat-
ment;

Whereas, in 2020, the United States hosted
the Conference of the International AIDS So-
ciety, reinforcing the important leadership
role the United States plays in ending AIDS
globally;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has
placed a significant burden on the public
health systems across the United States and
the globe;

Whereas December 1 of each year is inter-
nationally recognized as ‘World AIDS
Day’”’; and

Whereas, in 2020, commemorations for
World AIDS Day recognize the need for
““Global Solidarity, Shared Responsibility’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) encourages people around the world to
work to achieve the goal of zero new HIV in-
fections, zero discrimination, and zero AIDS-
related deaths, in order to end the HIV epi-
demic in the United States and around the
world by 2030;

(2) commends the efforts and achievements
in combating HIV/AIDS through the Ryan
White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of
2009 (Public Law 111-87), the Minority HIV/
AIDS Initiative, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the National Institutes
of Health, the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, the Office
of Minority Health, and the Office of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services;

(3) commends the efforts and achievements
in combating HIV/AIDS made by PEPFAR,
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria, and the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS;

(4) supports continued funding for preven-
tion, care, and treatment services, and re-
search programs for communities impacted
by HIV and people living with HIV in the
United States and globally;

(5) urges, in order to ensure that an AIDS-
free generation is achievable, rapid action by
all countries toward further expansion and
scale-up of antiretroviral treatment pro-
grams, including efforts to reduce disparities
and improve access for children to life-sav-
ing medications;

(6) encourages the scaling up of com-
prehensive prevention services, including
biomedical and structural interventions, to
ensure inclusive access to programs and ap-
propriate protections for all people at risk of
contracting HIV, especially in communities
disproportionately impacted;

(7) calls for greater focus on the HIV-re-
lated vulnerabilities of women and girls, in-
cluding women and girls at risk for or who
have survived violence or faced discrimina-
tion as a result of the disease;

(8) supports continued leadership by the
United States in domestic, bilateral, multi-
lateral, and private sector efforts to fight
HIV;

(9) encourages input from civil society in
the development and implementation of do-
mestic and global HIV policies and programs
that guide the response;

(10) encourages and supports greater de-
grees of ownership and shared responsibility
by developing countries in order to ensure
the sustainability of the domestic responses
to HIV/AIDS by those countries; and

(11) urges other members of the inter-
national community to sustain and scale up
their support for and financial contributions
to efforts around the world to combat HIV.

————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 2 requests for committees to meet
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during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, December 1, 2020, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
December 1, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the following in-
terns in my office be granted floor
privileges until December 18, 2020:
Remy Gaines, Callum Case, Lucy
Sonsalla, Karen Gupta, and Gabriella
Mestre.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Brett Doyle, a
member of my staff and the Congres-
sional Oversight Commission, be grant-
ed floor privileges for the remainder of
the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

STOP STUDENT DEBT RELIEF
SCAMS ACT OF 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1153 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1153) to explicitly make unau-
thorized access to Department of Education
information technology systems and the
misuse of identification devices issued by the
Department of Education a criminal act.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1153) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1153

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

The

S7141

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stop Stu-
dent Debt Relief Scams Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 490 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1097) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) ACCESS TO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS FOR
FRAUD, COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGE, OR PRIVATE
FINANCIAL GAIN.—Any person who knowingly
uses an access device, as defined in section
1029(e)(1) of title 18, United States Code,
issued to another person or obtained by
fraud or false statement to access Depart-
ment information technology systems for
purposes of obtaining commercial advantage
or private financial gain, or in furtherance of
any criminal or tortious act in violation of
the Constitution or laws of the United States
or of any State, shall be fined not more than
$20,000, imprisoned for not more than 5 years,
or both.”.

(b) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary shall issue
guidance regarding the use of access devices
in a manner that complies with this Act, and
the amendments made by this Act.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE OF PENALTIES.—Not-
withstanding section 6, the penalties de-
scribed in section 490(e) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1097), as added
by subsection (a), shall take effect the day
after the date on which the Secretary issues
guidance regarding the use of access devices,
as described in subsection (b).

SEC. 3. LOAN COUNSELING.

Section 485(b) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1092(b)) is amended—

(1) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘and” after
the semicolon; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(x) an explanation that—

‘() the borrower may be contacted during
the repayment period by third-party student
debt relief companies;

‘“(II) the borrower should use caution when
dealing with those companies; and

‘““(ITII) the services that those companies
typically provide are already offered to bor-
rowers free of charge through the Depart-
ment or the borrower’s servicer; and”’.

SEC. 4. PREVENTION OF IMPROPER ACCESS.

Section 485B of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1092b) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (e)
through (h) as subsections (f) through (i), re-
spectively;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (5)(C), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (6)(C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(7T) preventing access to the data system
and any other system used to administer a
program under this title by any person or en-
tity for the purpose of assisting a student in
managing loan repayment or applying for
any repayment plan, consolidation loan, or
other benefit authorized by this title, unless
such access meets the requirements de-
scribed in subsection (e).”’;

(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR THIRD-PARTY DATA
SYSTEM ACCESS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—ASs provided in paragraph
(7) of subsection (d), an authorized person or
entity described in paragraph (2) may access
the data system and any other system used
to administer a program under this title if
that access—

““(A) is in compliance with terms of serv-
ice, information security standards, and a
code of conduct which shall be established by
the Secretary and published in the Federal
Register;
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‘“(B) is obtained using an access device (as
defined in section 1029(e)(1) of title 18, United
States Code) issued by the Secretary to the
authorized person or entity; and

‘(C) is obtained without using any access
device (as defined in section 1029(e)(1) of title
18, United States Code) issued by the Sec-
retary to a student, borrower, or parent.

‘(2) AUTHORIZED PERSON OR ENTITY.—An
authorized person or entity described in this
paragraph means—

“(A) a guaranty agency, eligible lender, or
eligible institution, or a third-party organi-
zation acting on behalf of a guaranty agency,
eligible lender, or eligible institution, that is
in compliance with applicable Federal law
(including regulations and guidance); or

“(B) a licensed attorney representing a
student, borrower, or parent, or another indi-
vidual who works for a Federal, State, local,
or Tribal government or agency, or for a
nonprofit organization, providing financial
or student loan repayment counseling to a
student, borrower, or parent, if—

‘(i) that attorney or other individual has
never engaged in unfair, deceptive, or abu-
sive practices, as determined by the Sec-
retary;

‘“(ii) that attorney or other individual does
not work for an entity that has engaged in
unfair, deceptive, or abusive practices (in-
cluding an entity that is owned or operated
by a person or entity that engaged in such
practices), as determined by the Secretary;

‘“(iii) system access is provided only
through a separate point of entry; and

‘“(iv) the attorney or other individual has
consent from the relevant student, borrower,
or parent to access the system.”’; and

(4) in subsection (f)(1), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘stu-
dent and parent’” and inserting ‘‘student,
borrower, and parent’’;

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and
(D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively;

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

‘(C) the reduction in improper data system
access as described in subsection (d)(7);”’; and

(D) by striking subparagraph (E), as redes-
ignated by subparagraph (B), and inserting
the following:

‘‘(E) any protocols, codes of conduct, terms
of service, or information security standards
developed under paragraphs (6) or (7) of sub-
section (d) during the preceding fiscal
year.”.

SEC. 5. AGENCY PREVENTION AND DETECTION.

Section 141(b)(2) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1018(b)(2)) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘(C) Taking action to prevent and address
the improper use of access devices, as de-
scribed in section 485B(d)(7), including by—

‘(i) detecting common patterns of im-
proper use of any system that processes pay-
ments on Federal Direct Loans or other De-
partment information technology systems;

‘(ii) maintaining a reporting system for
contractors involved in the processing of
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payments on Federal Direct Loans in order
to allow those contractors to alert the Sec-
retary of potentially improper use of Depart-
ment information technology systems;

‘(iii) proactively contacting Federal stu-
dent loan borrowers whose Federal student
loan accounts demonstrate a likelihood of
improper use in order to warn those bor-
rowers of suspicious activity or potential
fraud regarding their Federal student loan
accounts; and

‘‘(iv) providing clear and simple disclosures
in communications with borrowers who are
applying for or requesting assistance with
Federal Direct Loan programs (including as-
sistance or applications regarding income-
driven repayment, forbearance, deferment,
consolidation, rehabilitation, cancellation,
and forgiveness) to ensure that borrowers are
aware that the Department will never re-
quire borrowers to pay for such assistance or
applications.”.

SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act, and the amendments made by
this Act, shall take effect on the date that is
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

NATIONAL LUNG CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 780, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 780) designating No-
vember 2020 as ‘‘National Lung Cancer

Awareness Month” and expressing support
for the early detection of lung cancer.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

780) was
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SAVE OUR SEAS 2.0 ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the message to accompany S. 1982.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
1982) entitled ‘“An Act to improve efforts to
combat marine debris, and for other pur-
poses.”’, do pass with an amendment.

MOTION TO CONCUR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to concur in the House amend-
ment and I ask unanimous consent
that the motion be agreed to and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 2, 2020

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, De-
cember 2; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Hauptman nomination,
under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:52 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, December 2, 2020, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 1, 2020:
THE JUDICIARY

J. PHILIP CALABRESE, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO.

TAYLOR B. MCNEEL, OF MISSISSIPPI, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF MISSISSIPPI.
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